
Co-sponsored by MSK’s: 
Geriatrics Resource Interprofessional Program (GRIP)
Psycho-Oncology Education & Training Institute (POETI)

In partnership with:
Alzheimer’s Association, New York City Chapter

Essentials of 

Caring for and 
Communicating with 
the Older Cancer Patient

OCTOBER 27-28, 2017
Rockefeller Research Laboratories
430 East 67th Street | New York, NY



On DAY 1 experts will discuss chemotherapy-related 
cognitive impairment, distress and its effects on 
cognition, delirium, dementia and  depression. The 
course will also host a unique focus on communication 
of medical concerns with the older cancer patient 
(including caregivers and family members), evaluation of 
decision making capacity as well as how to work with an 
interpreter with patients who suffer from dementia and 
have a language barrier.
 
DAY 2 of this symposium will consist of a Geriatric 
Communication Skills Training (Comskil) where 
participants will learn communication strategies for 
difficult encounters with older cancer patients and 
their caregivers. Experiential learning methodology will 
immerse participants in practicing newly taught skills in  
a simulated relevant clinical environment. 

TARGET AUDIENCE
This course is directed towards oncologists, primary care 
physicians, geriatricians, advanced care practitioners, 
oncology nurses, and other healthcare professionals 
involved in the care of older adult cancer patients. 

Essentials of 

Caring for and 
Communicating with 
the Older Cancer Patient

This interprofessional two 
day course aims to educate 
professional stakeholders 
caring for older patients 
on the complexities of 
cognitive decline. 
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It is estimated that by 
2030 the number of 
people age 65 and older 
diagnosed with cancer 
will increase to 72 million.

+72 Million
Age 65 or Older
in 2030

DAY 1

• Understand the potential effects of   
chemotherapy on cognition

• Provide an overview on dementia, delirium,   
depression: its detection and care

• Recognize the impact of pre-existing cognitive 
impairment in the care of older cancer patients

• Discuss the role of distress on quality  of life of  
older cancer patients

• Define decision-making capacity and  explain  
its legal implications

DAY 2

• Develop skills to recognize ageism and 
appreciate how ageism might interfere with   
the medical care of older adults wtih cancer 

• Become familiar with the Comprehensive 
Geriatric Assessment (CGA) in the evaluation of 
elderly cancer patients with cognitive changes 
or at risk for cognitive decline

• Appreciate decision-making challenges and be  
able to asses decision making capacity in older  
adults with cancer and cognitive syndromes

• Understand the principles of shared   
decision making

• Observe and practice the skills for successfully  
facilitating shared decision-making with an 
elderly cancer patient via a family meeting

 

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES
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DAY 1 | Friday, October 27, 2017 

7:00 am  REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST

8:00 am  Welcome Remarks
  Jimmie C. Holland, MD

8:05 am  DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE GRAND ROUNDS
  Chemobrain
  Tim A. Ahles, PhD

9:05 am   DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY GRAND ROUNDS 
  Distress in Older Cancer Patients   
  Matthew J. Loscalzo, LCSW, APOS Fellow

10:00 am  BREAK

10:15 am  Potential Psychotherapy:     
  CARE Intervention Introduction Lecture  
  Jimmie C. Holland, MD
  Christian J. Nelson, PhD

10:50 am  Identifying and Diagnosing 
  Depression in Older Cancer Patient    
  Christian J. Nelson, PhD

11:25 am   Delirium in the Older Cancer Patient   
  Yesne Alici, MD

11:55 am  Dementia in the Older Cancer Patient
  Beatriz Korc-Grodzicki, MD, PhD

12:30 pm  LUNCH

1:15 pm    Cognitive Rehabilitation     
  Chrysanne Eichner, MOT, OTR/L, CAPS

1:45 pm  PANEL
  Decision Making Capacity.    
  Legal Implications
  Nessa Coyle, NP, PhD
  Elizabeth M. D’Elia
  Beverly Canin

2:45 pm  Working with Interpreters in Caring   
  for the Older Adult Cancer Patient
  Javier Gonzalez, MFA 

3:15 pm  BREAK

3:30 pm  Psychopharmacology for     
  Older Cancer Patients     
  Andrew J. Roth, MD

4:05 pm  CASE PRESENTATIONS
  Interprofessional Representation

4:50 pm   Closing Remarks

SCIENTIFIC AGENDA



DAY 2 | Saturday, October 28, 2017 
Geriatric Communication Skills Training 
(Comskil) Workshop

7:30 am  BREAKFAST

  COMSKIL MODULES
  Comskil/ADRD Team

8:00 am  Introduction
  Smita Banerjee, PhD

8:30 am  Geriatrics 101 Didactic    
  Beatriz Korc-Grodzicki, MD, PhD

9:00 am   Geriatrics 101      
  Large Group Role Play

10:15 am  BREAK   

10:30 am  Cognitive Syndromes Didactic
  Yesne Alici, MD

11:00 am   Cognitive Syndromes     
  Role Play Sessions

12:30 pm  BREAK & LUNCH

1:00 pm    LUNCH LECTURE    

   Overview of Alzheimers Association 
  Resources for Providers
  Anafidelia R. Tavares, MD, PhD
  Director of Programs, NYC Chapter
  Alzheimers Association

1:30 pm    Shared Decision Making (SDM)    
  with Geriatric Patients Didactic
  Christian J. Nelson, PhD

2:00 pm  SDM Role Play Sessions

3:30 pm  Closing Remarks
  

Space is limited to 50 participants for the Workshop. 
Please be sure to register early.



Registration includes continental breakfast, lunch and refreshment breaks. Please 
contact us at least one week prior to the course if you have any special dietary needs.

Discounted Rate for Alzheimer’s Association Members - Please contact 
cme@mskcc.org for a promo code or more information. 

30% Discounted Rate for MSK Alumni and MSK Alliance Members - MSK offers a 
30% discounted rate to all MSK Alumni and MSK Alliance members to attend a CME 
course. Please contact cme@mskcc.org for a promo code or more information. 

MSK Staff Registration - Registration is complimentary for MSK staff. However, 
you must register online by visiting www.mskcc.org/aging.              

*Industry Professionals - Registration is for educational purposes only. Marketing, sales, 
and promotion of products and services are prohibited at CME activities.     

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
MSK is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

AMA CREDIT DESIGNATION STATEMENT
MSK designates this live activity for a maximum of 14.25 AMA PRA
Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate
with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

SOCIAL WORK ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
This presentation is approved for a maximum of 13.00 Continuing Education Contact 
Hours of Live Training. Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center SW CPE is recognized by 
the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an approved 
provider of continuing education for licensed social workers #0228.

ABIM MOC RECOGNITION STATEMENT
Successful completion of this CME activity, which includes participation in the evaluation 
component, enables the participant to earn up to 14.25 Medical Knowledge, Practice 
Assessment, and Patient Safety MOC points in the American Board of Internal Medicine’s 
(ABIM) Maintenance of Certification (MOC) program. Participants will earn MOC points 
equivalent to the amount of CME credits claimed for the activity. It is the CME activity 
provider’s responsibility to submit participant completion information to ACCME for the 
purpose of granting ABIM MOC credit.

FACULTY DISCLOSURE 
It is the policy of MSK to make every effort to insure balance, independence, objectivity  
and scientific rigor in all continuing medical education activities which it provides as 
an ACCME accredited provider. In accordance with ACCME guidelines and standards, 
all faculty participating in an activity provided by MSK are expected to disclose any 
significant financial interest or other relationship with the manufacturer(s) of any 
commercial product(s) and/or provider(s) of commercial services which are discussed by 
the faculty members in an educational presentation. As required by the ACCME, when an 
unlabeled use of a commercial product or an investigational use not yet approved for any 
purpose is discussed during an educational activity, MSK requires the speaker to disclose 
that the product is not labeled for the use under discussion or that the product is still 
investigational.

Register Online:
www.mskcc.org/aging

DAY 1

Physicians (MDs & DOs) $300

PhDs, Advanced Practice Providers (APPs),
Nurses & Other Healthcare Providers $250

Fellows, Residents & Other Trainees $200

Industry Professionals* $650

DAY 2

Geriatric Communication Skills Training
Workshop Add-on Fee $200

Register Early for 15% OFF*

*Register before 9/16/17 and  receive 15% off. 
Use promo code ECCEARLY15 at checkout.

REGISTRATION
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